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TilL 


of  the 

LliLm^TON  x^Uij.nL  DISTi-<IJT  GOuNGIL 


MH, Chairman  Ladies  ^nd  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Report  on  the  he-ilth  of 
the  Dulverton  Sural  District  during  the  year  1557 • 

The  hoardings  are  those  formulated  by  the 

Ministry  of  Health. 


GHairm-in  : 


Pixton,  Dulverton, 


The  Hon.  Mrs.  M.  G.  Herbert, 
Vice-  Chairman  ; i'lr.  I.J.  Komp,  Dulvcrton. 


Mr  .F .King, 

Mr.B.A.  Hobhouse . 
i'irs  .T  .Yandlc, 

¥i  .A.B.Smallr idge , 

!ir  .V/.G, Bryant. 
Maj.Gen.H.J.  Hayman  Joyoo 
Mr  .G  .O.SwQotlahd. 

Mrs .M.B.Bovill. 

Mr  .F .Partridge  . 


Brig,  A.L.bno'K. 

IP.H.S.  Holman, 
lir  , J .Hayes  . 

Mr.F.T  Barrov. 

Ml  .V'/  ,o  ,T  .Marke  , 
lir  .J.Fichar  ds , 
ibr  .ij .3 .Gl^pp . 

Capt  .A.GIBBb  .K.N.(K6t) 
I'isB  B.K, Abbot 
Ivir  .A  .Herbert 


Clerk  to  the  Council  : S.vV.H^lse  Esq,,  Solicitor. 

Public  Health  Officers  for  the  District  - 

Dr  .G  .I'lioholson,  M.D.  ,D,P.H.  ,F.H.C.S  . ,E.  (PArt  time  M.O.H.) 

Public  Health  Inspector  and  Surveyor  : lir .H .A . Jevvell , M.H.S.H., 

M,  Public  Health  Engineers . 

Assistant  Public  Health  Inspector  :■  Mr ,k.J, Organ,  A.H.S.H., 
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STATISTICS  AI@  SOCIAL  CXJlJDITIOI'o  OF  THhi  .-.ifcA 


Area  in  acres 78,159 

Population  1953  (estimated). 4,420 

Inhabitated  Houses 1,484 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  as  per  rats  books 1,484 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers 1,493 

Sura  produced  by  Id  rate £134 


SPECIAL  CONDITIO  IS 


Good.  The  vast  majority  of  the  inhabitants  arc  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  and  appear  to  be  exceptionally  healthy  in  conscqucnco. 

SKTPaGT  PNOP;  VIT.aP  STaTISriCa  POP  1^;^7 


TOTnL 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births 

(Legitimate) ...........  62 

31 

31  ) 

Birth 

Live  Births 

(Illegitimate).. 4 

1 

3 ) 

Pate  - 

14,8 

Deaths 

28 

13  ) 

Death 

Still  Births 

- 

- ) 

Pate  = 

9.2 

Corrected  Death  Pats 

- 8.4 

Corrected  Birth  Pate 

-16 .8 

DEaTH  PaTE  op  infants  UI'JDE.^  age  (jF 

ONE 

YEaP . 

TOTnL. 

M, 

P. 

Legitimate  . . 

1 

1 

- 

Illegitimate 1 1 - 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age.  - - - 

Deaths  from  Measles.. - - - 

Deaths  from  V/hooping  Cough 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)..  - - - 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (infants  under  4 weeks).  - - 

Number  of  women  dying  of  or  in 

consequence  of  childbirth - - 

I'EaT  and  OTHBN  POODS 
See  Public  Health  Inspector's  Peport. 

There  are  11  certified  T.T.  dairies  in  the  district  and  the  stand.=jd 
of  the  samples  obtained  from  them  have  been  satisfactory. 

Samples  for  tubercle  bacilli,  were  taxen  at  regular  int0rv',ils  from 
infection.  The  examination  of  mila  for  tubercle  bacilli  is  carried 
out  at  the  County  Laboratory. 


FkPVAUaNCE  AND  Tnirih);.  C)\n\R..T.mV..JTJijLS^ 
j and  OTHLN  DIokrtSDo . 

(qi-q  

During  Lulverton  rural  district  has  cases  of  Notifiable 

Diseases  other  than  Tuber oulosis  . 

VaCCINaTIoN3 


Vaccinations  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  He  .Itn  during 

- Nil. 
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IClTIii'IABLa  DId£.o.tii  (OTHiik^  THnA  TIjRL-^CIim.ST,^) 


Total  Cases 

rfotified. 


Small  lox - 

Sc-^rlct  Fover 

Dipthcria 

Mcaslcs 7 

Vv'hooping  Gough 14 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

Pneumonia 7 

Other  Dissafjas  notifiable  locally 

Chicken  Pox 

Erysipelas 1 

acute  Poliomyelitis, 

Dysentery 

Anthrax. 


Pasea  ad-  Dc^tha 
mitted  to 

Hospital 


3 


Deaths  from  Canoor  : Stomach  2,  other  regions  1 

Total  3* 

This  is  drop  compared  with  the  figure  of  11  in  195^* 


No  action  w s taken. 


Px-?EVLMTION  OF  BLIl-kJl€.Sb 


HOUSING 

In  the  past  year  2 new  houses  have  been  completed.  No  furtner  houses 
are  contemplated  for  1957* 


GENLIAL  Pi-^OVISION  OF  HEALTH  SEFVIGEj 

IN  THE  .aitaA 


1. 


Nursing  in  the  Home* 


(a) 


Nursing  is  provided  by. the  Somerset,  Diet 
There  is  no  co-ordination  with  the  Sanit 


riot  Nursing  Association, 
ary  authority. 


(b)  Home  Helps. 

All  home  help  services  are  controlled  by  the  bomerset  County 

Council.  It  operates  in  the  district  giving  attention  to  chronic 
sick  and  maternity  services.  The  staff  consists  of  four  visiting 
women  and  oocasionally  a resident  home  help  is  sent  in  special 
oases . 


( o)  Infectious  Diseases. 

No  provision. 

2.  Ixi drives . 

None  employed  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority.  Number  practising 
in  the  arc- a - 6, 

3.  Arr angsmonts  for  the  carrying  out  of  Pathological  and  Bacter iologic xl 
Investigations,  Analysis  of  B’oodstuffs  etc.,  are  made  at  the  Somerset 
County  Laboratory. 

4.  Hospitals. 

There  are  no  hospitals  of  any  dcsoription  within  the  area. 

Hospital  accommodation  for  Infectious  Diseases  - I'io  change. 

5.  Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes . 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Nursing  Home  Act  of  1927* 

6.  Cases  of  Liaternal  Mortality  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia  are  investig...te d 

the  County  Authority. 

7.  Institutional  Provisions  for  the  c ase  of  Mental  Defectives  - 

None  in  the  _.rea. 

Diptheriu  Immunisations  and  Vaccinations  procedure  administered 
by  the  County  Council  and  carried  out  at  a clinic  or  by  the  loo«l  doctors  at  th^ 
their  surgeries.  (c\ 


8. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29171957 


SAIJITni^Y  QiajUj&T^.I'iaLo  LF  THL 


1 w \r^/atcr  Sucrly. 

Wins  cf  the  largest  villages  have  a main  supply.  Samples  were  taken 
by  the  lublio  Health  Inspector  in  v.arioua  parishes  during  the  year 
and  the  results  of  these  arc  set  outiin  his  report. 

2.  I)r  ,.inagc- . 

Dulverton,  Brushford  and  Lxford  have  modern  sev.’age  works,  winsfort^, 
Brompton  Regis  and  Viithypool  have  no  main  dr  inage . The  Council  should 
give  consideration  to  this  problem. 

3 . Bivers  and  Streams  Pullution. 

No  action  was  considered  necessary. 


5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

Improvements  in  the  scattered  cottages  arc  constantly  being  m-^de  and 
every  encouragement  is  given  to  do  this.  Many  now  septic  tanks  h-.ve 
been  installed  during  the  year. 

Schools . 

Brompton  Regia,  Dulverton,  Exford,  vvithypool,  'Winsferd  and  Brushford 

all  have  flush  lavatories Exton  has  a piped  water  supply  and  is  to 

h-.ve  flush  lavatories  shortly. 

Public  Cleansing. 

See  Public  Health  Inspector's  No  port. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  area. 

See  Public  Health  Inspector's  Neport, 

Eradication  of  Bedbugs. 


No  action  has  been  required  up  to  the  present. 

TUBE  r GULPS  IS 
New  Cases  during  19‘37 

Age  Pulmonary  No  n-Pulmo  nar  y 

Periods.  M.  P.  M,  P, 


Mortality 

Pulmonary  Non-1  ul  mo  nary 

M,  P.  M.  P. 


1 - - - 

10  - 1 - 1 

25  - - - 

AO  - 

55  - 1-  - 

70  - - - 


2-1 


ir'ublic  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1952  - No  action. 
Public  Health  Act,  1925>  ( Section  62),  No  action  taken. 


My  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  uewell  for  his  assistance  in  compiling 
this  Report  and  also  forhhis  oo-^opbration  throughout  the  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

GJaONGE  NICHULSON.  M.O.H, 


(6) 


Public  Health  Inspector *3  jitcport 


To  tho  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Dulverton  itiural  District  Council:- 
Pir.  Chdirm-an  ladies  and  Gentlemen. 

I beg  to  submit  my  report  from  the  1st  Oanu/ory  to  the  '}lat 
December  1957 ( ii^dLisive ) in  accordance  vjith  article  I9  (12)  of  the  Sanitary 
officers  order  1935* 

The  Council  have  220  houses,  3 sewage  works,  9 separate  water 
supplies  and  a central  incinerator.  The  upkeep  of  these  is  dealt  with  by 
direct  labour^^'^JI^e  issue  of  stores  in  connection  with  direct  labour  together 
with  the  supervision  required  take  up  a good  proportion  of  your 

officers  time. 

As  no  clerk  isnowcmployod  in  my  office  much  of  my  assistant's 
time  iS'.'Oocupicd  with  accounts  and  office  details  which  could  with  advantage 
to  the  Council  be  dealt  with  by  a lesser  skilled  ,.erson  thereby  releasing 
him  for  more  important  nutters  which  he  isifully  qualified  to  o^rry  out. 

2efues  collection,  which  covers  the  whole  district  is  by  no  me<iiis 
a simple  operation  as  the  area  isllarge  and  distances  between  the  villages 
considerable.  There  are  however  no  dumps  and  refuse  is  disposed  of  by 
incinerator  at  a central  works  situate  at  Dulverton.  Tins  are  sej„arat6d 
from  the  burnable  refuse,  baled  by  a power  press  and  then  sold  as  salvage, 

MJlS4i.NCLS  AI\!D  COI'lEDrilPTS 


Defective  Cess  Pita 7 

Offensive  Aocumulat ions 11 

Pouled  ’hater courses 2 

Dirty  Premises  5 

Bad  or  suspected  water  supply......... 18 

Over  cr  owding - 

animals  kept  in  unfit  premises..... 2 

Defective  Sanitary  Conveniences., 11 

Housing  Complaints 25 

llisocllaneous  . . . 37 

Defective  Drainage 41 

Total 159 


(7) 


Inspection  and  Supervisiu.r v Lle^t 

OiFood  supplies 


T..0  slciUghter  houso  are  licensed  for  a period  of  one  year  , during  the  interim 
period  pending  further  legislation  on  this  subject.  I am  hov.ev6r  of  t.'.e  opinion 
other  arrangements  will  have  to  be  made  in  the  near  future  as  the  pxsgont 
facilities  are  very  much  below  st..ndard.  It  should  be  noted  however,  tlis  o-aiier  do, 
so  far  as  the  premises  allow,  iceep  them  in  a very  cleanly  condition  and  are  most 
co-operative  and  anxious  to  conform  to  the  Hygiene  Regulations. 

The  han|!fl.ing  ofc-.ttle  etc  prior  to  and  during  slaughter  have  alw.^ys 
been  found  good . 


Record  of  Inspections 


Routine  v-sits I50 

Occisional  Slaughtering 8 

TOTaL 158 


Heat  found  unfitfor  human  consumption  after  inspection 


Vi/hole  carcases 

Fore  qrs 

Hind  arts 

Head 

Liver 

Bovine s 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

Calves 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sheep 

- 

- 

- 

3 

6 

Figs 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

PGTaL 

■ 

4 

11 

Heart  opleen 

1 


1- 


2 


FOOD 


The  number  of. food  premises  in  the  district  are  as  follows 

Grocers  and  Gener.al  Stores 

Butchers  

Bakers 

Resturants  and  C.afes 

Hotels  and  other  oa.tering  establishments 

Fried  Fish  and  Chip  shops 

School  Kitchens 

Conf  ectioners 


16 

3 

2 

6 


10 

2 Total  48 


All  food  premises  within  the  district  were  inspecteo  during  the  year. 
Informal  action  vsas  taken  in  7 Cases  and  improvements  carried  out  to  conform  to 
the  regulations. 


Milk  and  Dairies 

The  inspection  ofcowsheds  and  d. dries  is  the  responsib aiity  of  the  County 
Agricultural  Executive  Committee. 

It  is  in  m.y  opinion  unfortunate,  since  so  many  of  the  Local  Authorities 
sanitary  responsibilities  overlap  in  this  connection  it  WaS  transferred  to 
the  County  Executive  committee. 

The  Looa.l  authority  are,  however,  required  to  see  their  bye-laws 
are  complied  with  in  all  new  building  Vi/ork  jiffecting  cowstalls  etc.,  and 
are  always  ready  to  give  any  advice  in  this  connection. 


Yiej-jev  Supply 

All  the  Council's  main  vvater  supplies  are  visited  regularly  and  samples  taken. 

All  the  larger  villages  have  a piped  v/ater  supply.  There  is  an 
automatic  hording  plant  at  Hollom,  Dulverton,  Brushford  and  a bulk  supply  for 
Exebridge  which  is  within  the  North  Devon  Vv'atcr  Boards  area.  The  value  is 

raised  from  6.4  to  ^.0.  Chlorination  is  also  de^dt  with  by  the  some  plant. 

Once  again  springs  have  been  exceptionally  low  for  the  greater  part  of 
the  year  and  Dulverton  and  Skilg^te  h^d  difficulty  in  maintaining  its  supply. 

As  a scheme  to  improve  Skilgate's  supply  has  received  the  iiinistry' a approval 
and  work  on  it  commenced,  no  further  difficulties  should  be  experienced  in  the 
coming  year.  A decision  on  the  best  way  to  improve  the  Dulverton  supply  is 
expected  to  be  taken  early  in  195^* 

ib-iffLbxii  COLii-iCTION 


The  Council  m^ake  regular  collections  of  house  refuse  throughout  the  District, 

2,11  of  which  is  taken  to  the  central  incinerator  at  Du’verton.  This  m.lces  the  use 
Df  refuse  dumps  unnecessary. 

tins  are  sorted  and  electrically  baled,  then  sold  as  salvage  A a 

^ood  price  . 

A new  diesiel  refuse  waggon  of  lOcy.  capacity  was  purchased  during  the- 
nar to  replace  a similar  petrol  driven  waggon,  about  ~/0U0  miles  arc  covered 
inually  on  this  work  in  very  hilly  country.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  our 
cperience  shows  the  diesiel  has  a great  advantage  over  the  petrol  driven  vehicle 
)th  for  running  costs,  general  upkeep  and  reliability,  oo  fur  the  new  waggon  has 
/eraged  l6miles  to  the  gallon,  and  having  regard  to  the  fact  there  arc  many  stoj-is 
cd  starts  en  route,  is  considered  to  be  most  economical  in  running  costs. 
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Sta^vggg  and  Sevier  Age  disposal 


Main  'sorks  arc  at  Dulverton,  Brushford  ..nd  Lxford. 

These  receive  reqular  attention  and  are  kept  in  a good  state  or  repair  by  the 
Council's  staff. 

It  is  intended,  when  the  economic  position  becomes  more  favourabie, 
to  put  forward  schemes  for  ilinsford,  Brompton  kegis  and  Withypool  who  new  rely 
largely  on  Septic  Tank  systems. 


Infectious  Diseases 


;it  the  Me  ical  officers  request  enquiries  into  cases  of  Inf  ectioixa  -w^xc 

carried  out. 

Number  of  premises  visited  4 

Number  of  rooms  disinfected  7 

PiaiiVNNTION  ON  D.iMaGE  BY  Pi^TS 

aCT  194Q 

The  Council  employ  a full  time  Inspector -Oper ator . Every  farm  in  the  District 
is  inspected  at  regular  intervals  and  it  isfound  thisprocedure  tends  to  keep  the 
obligations  ofthe  occupier  under  the  a.ct  well  to  the  fore.  V^ithout  fr©  juent 
servicing  the  objects  ofthe  net  would  be  defeated  and  everything  is  done  by 
this  Authority  to  see  this  is  carried  out. 

Although  not  required  by  the  Act  to  service  agricultural  land  and 
buildings,  the  Council  nevertheless  have  undertaken  to  do  so  on  a limited  scale. 

^ _ rayment  is  made  to  the  Council  for  this  service  of  a sum  to  cover 
wording  expenses  and  travelling.  Dvselling  houses  are  serviced  free  of  charge. 
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JrremisGs 


(1) 


Inspection  of 


(1)  Factories  in  i^hich 
section  1,2, 3 ,4, 
and  6 ^re  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authority 


Number 

on 

-l■^efi'i3tGr 


Ins  pe  ctions 


[2)  Factories  not 

included  in  (1)  in 
which  section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
. . Local  authority 


(3)  Other  premises  in 
which  section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  authority 
(exoludin,y  outworkers 
premises) 


TOT..L 


Nil 


XL 


20 


17 


Written 

notes 


Occupier 

prosebuted 


f- 


20 


TOTAL 


2 


2 


t (Xj  ^ ’ 

I j.  I , 

! 


j rit/i'i’'  ■'f  ■ •'  - i loi  •-  I / 
■i  , F^'.:,  ■ .*.  .-i  .-« 

; Ovf  ■:•  r -'‘i-  o tiu 
' ■ ; . • - L-- . i.-T  :'ir 


I Jest  B 1**^ 

■ : (1)  nx  ^obuIln^i 

j I 9i.  V n^i^a  vS-  ‘Diu: 

i ' .nf  ^ 

L l;  

]ri  ocBi:73'  '^■>■.^0 

0ai}x  ‘ neii^  [ 

■ ^ fj^'‘o7A'-'£a> 

V ’ ovi  * " 

T j,:7'j'-'fJ-'-'  iS  '=•< 

( > 


::j) 


t 


Summary  of  Inspeotions  for  the  Year 


Housing  Inspeotions 525 

Housing  .a‘e -Inspect ions 121 

Inspection  of  Food  shops 97 

Factories  & 'workshops 20 

Infectious  diseases 4 

Visits  in  connection  with  r-.ts  and  mice  excluding 

visits  carried  out  by  iJodent  oper.4.tor 6l 

Miscellaneous  visits 63 

Water  sampling 6l 

Water  supplies,  Sewage  disposal  etc 219 

Under  the  Petroleum  act 28 

Me  cat  Inspection.... I58 

Moreable  Dv^ellings 8 

Visits  in  connection  with  nuisances  and  complaints  2l6 

Inspection  of  dairies  other  than  dairy  farms 9 

Inspection  regarding  proposed  new  drainage  and 

general  structural  alteration  to  premises  209 

Total  1799 


Conclusion 

i desire  once  again  to  express  ray  thanks  to  the  Chairroan. 

Councillors  and  Medical  officer  for  the  consideration  and  support  given  to  me 
during  the  past  year,  also  to  ray  assistant  Mr.  Organ,  the  Clerk  and  his  st.off 
for  their  co-operation  in  the  work  ofthis  department. 

I am,  L dies  and  Gentlemen 

Your  obedient  servant. 

Horace.  A.  Jewell. 


Public  Health  Inspector  and  Surveyor 


